Youth Social Capital

	About the Measure



	Domain:

(included in Survey & Supplemental Information)
	Tobacco Regulatory Research: Environment

	Measure:

(included in Survey & Supplemental Information)
	Youth Social Capital

	Definition:

(included in Survey & Supplemental Information)
	This multi-item instrument is used to gain an understanding of a youth’s social capital, which is defined as the resources generated by the participation in social networks as well as the norms of trust and reciprocity that emerge from these interactions.

	Purpose:
	The purpose of this measure is to assess the social capital of youth and includes questions about social networks, social cohesion, sense of belonging, trust, autonomy, and control.


	About the Protocol



	Description of Protocol:

(included in Survey & Supplemental Information)

	This protocol uses 12 items from the Social Capital Questionnaire for Adolescent Students (SCQ-AS).The 12 items are grouped into four subscales: School Cohesion, School Friendships, Neighborhood Social Cohesion, and Trust (school and neighborhood).



	Selection Rationale:
	The Social Capital Questionnaire for Adolescent Students (SCQ-AS) was developed based on a review of relevant literature. Focus groups were also formed by adolescent students as well as health, education, and social professionals. The final assessment tool was administered to a convenience sample of 101 12-year-old adolescent students from two public schools (79 students) and one private school (22 students). The wording is simple enough for adolescents, and the scale assesses social capital in both the school and the neighborhood.

	Specific Instructions:
	For the purposes of scoring, the following scale should be used: Agree = 3, I do not know, have no opinion = 2, and Disagree = 1. Assign these numbers to each item, and then add the numbers within each subscale to obtain the subscale score. For example, if a student responds “Agree” to all four school cohesion items (items 1, 2, 3, and 4), the school cohesion score would be 3 + 3 + 3 + 3 = 12.
The reading level for the items in this protocol ranges up to 6th grade. Although the scale has been validated among 12-year-olds, the Working Group suggests that the items are appropriate for middle and high school students.

	Protocol Text:

(included in Survey & Supplemental Information)

	School cohesion (score: 4 to 12)

1. The students at my school stay together:

(  ) Agree 

(  ) I do not know, have no opinion 

(  ) Disagree 

2. I feel like I belong at this school, as if it were mine:

(  ) Agree 

(  ) I do not know, have no opinion 

(  ) Disagree 

3. I feel safe at this school:

(  ) Agree 

(  ) I do not know, have no opinion 

(  ) Disagree 

4. My parents get along with my teachers:

(  ) Agree 

(  ) I do not know, have no opinion 

(  ) Disagree 

School friendships (score: 3 to 9)

5. The students at my school have fun together:

(  ) Agree 

(  ) I do not know, have no opinion 

(  ) Disagree 

6. I trust my friends at school:

(  ) Agree 

(  ) I do not know, have no opinion 

(  ) Disagree 

7. I can ask my friends at school for help:

(  ) Agree 

(  ) I do not know, have no opinion 

(  ) Disagree 

Neighborhood social cohesion (score: 2 to 4)

8. I trust my neighbors:

(  ) Agree 

(  ) I do not know, have no opinion 

(  ) Disagree 

9. I can count on my neighbors for help:

(  ) Agree 

(  ) I do not know, have no opinion 

(  ) Disagree 

Trust: school/neighborhood (score: 3 to 9)

10. The teachers at my school are sympathetic and give us support:

(  ) Agree 

(  ) I do not know, have no opinion 

(  ) Disagree 

11. My neighbors would try to take advantage of me:

(  ) Agree 

(  ) I do not know, have no opinion 

(  ) Disagree 

12. My classmates would try to take advantage of me:

(  ) Agree 

(  ) I do not know, have no opinion 

(  ) Disagree

	Participant:

(included in Survey & Supplemental Information)
	Youth 

	Source:

(included in Survey & Supplemental Information)
	Social Capital Questionnaire for Adolescent Students (SCQ-AS)

	Language of Source:
	English

	Personnel and Training Required:

(included in Supplemental Information)
	None

	Equipment Needs:

(included in Supplemental Information)
	None

	Protocol Type:
	Self-administered

	Requirements:


	Requirements Category
Required (Yes/No):
Major equipment

No
Specialized training 

No
Specialized requirements for biospecimen collection 

No
Average time of greater than 15 minutes in an unaffected individual

No
Definitions:

Equipment: this measure requires a specialized measurement device that may not be readily available in every setting where genome-wide association studies are being conducted. Examples of specialized equipment are dual-energy, X-ray absorptiometry (DEXA), echocardiography, and spirometry.  

Training: this measure requires staff training in the protocol methodology and/or in the conduct of the data analysis.  

Cost Fee to obtain or use measure: there is a cost or licensing fee that the investigator must pay to obtain and use this measurement protocol. The cost category would only indicate that the protocol/instrument is not freely available to the general public.      

 

Cost associated with data analysis: this cost may include manuals, data storage, and proprietary algorithms. 

Biospecimen: this protocol requires that blood, urine, etc. be collected from the study participants.  

	Common Data Element (CDE):
	To be completed by PhenX staff.

	General References: 

(included in Supplemental Information)
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	Additional Information about the Measure

	Essential Data:
	Age

	Related PhenX Measures:
	Neighborhood Safety, Neighborhood Collective Efficacy - Community Cohesion and Informal Social Control, School Social Environment, School Risk and Protective Factors

	Derived Variables:
	None

	Keywords/Related Concepts: 
	social capital, school social cohesion, school friendships, neighborhood social cohesion, trust, youth, Social Capital Questionnaire for Adolescent Students, SCQ-AS


