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Now we have some questions about health care in general, not just related to coronavirus. 

Since March 2020, was there any time when you needed medical or dental care, but delayed 
getting it, or did not get it at all?

1. YES
5. NO…GO TO W590 BRANCHPOINT
8. DON'T KNOW…GO TO W590 BRANCHPOINT
9.REFUSE…GO TO W590 BRANCHPOINT

W580
Why did you delay  or not get that care? 

INST: SELECT ALL THAT APPLY.

INSTR: PLEASE READ THE RESPONSE OPTIONS TO R.
Why did you delay  or not get that care? 

INST: SELECT ALL THAT APPLY.

1.COULDN'T AFFORD IT
2.COULDN'T GET AN APPOINTMENT
3. THE CLINIC/HOSPITAL/DOCTOR'S OFFICE CANCELLED, CLOSED, OR SUGGESTED
RESCHEDULING
4.DECIDED IT COULD WAIT
5.WAS AFRAID TO GO
7. OTHER (SPECIFY) _______________ (W581)
8. DON'T KNOW
9. REFUSE

W582
What type of care did you delay...

Surgery?

1. YES
5. NO…GO TO W584
8. DON'T KNOW…GO TO W584
9. REFUSE…GO TO W584

W583
Was that major surgery that would have required a hospital stay of one or more nights, or 
outpatient surgery?

1. MAJOR SURGERY
2. OUTPATIENT SURGERY
8. DON'T KNOW
9. REFUSE
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W584
(What type of care) did you delay...

Seeing the doctor?

INST: TELEMEDICINE VISITS COUNT AS SEEING THE DOCTOR.

1. YES
5. NO…GO TO W586
8. DON'T KNOW…GO TO W586
9. REFUSE…GO TO W586

W585
Was that for a new symptom or problem, for management of an ongoing condition, or for a 
routine check-up or screening? 

INST: SELECT ALL THAT APPLY

1. NEW SYMPTOM OR PROBLEM
2. MANAGEMENT OF ONGOING CONDITION
3. ROUTINE CHECK-UP/SCREENING
8. DON'T KNOW
9. REFUSE

W586
(What type of care) did you delay...

Filling a prescription?

1. YES
5. NO
8. DON'T KNOW
9. REFUSE

W587
(What type of care) did you delay...

Dental care?

1. YES
5. NO
8. DON'T KNOW
9. REFUSE

W588
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Did you delay any other types of care?

1. YES (SPECIFY) ___________________________ (W589)
5. NO
8. DON'T KNOW
9. REFUSE

W590 BRANCHPOINT:  ASK IF R IS MARRIED (X065=1)  AND THIS IS A FINANCIAL R 
(X007= 1 OR 3) 
OR ASK IF R IS PARTNERED (X065 = 3)  OR SINGLE (X065 = 6)

ELSE GO TO W601

Contains items from pages 8-10 of the full document "Health and 
Retirement Study: Core Interview COVID-19 Module"


